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ADEN. 8 July—British Note to Yemen re frontier attacks (see Great 
Britain). 

9 July—It was announced that Yemeni forces in Am Soma had 
coum fire on a rationing party entering Martaa in the Audhali Sul- 
tanate on 7 July and that later on the same day about fifteen Yemeni 
regulars had shot at five Audhali tribal guards near Martaa. Govern- 
ment guards had joined in an exchange of fire which followed. 

13 July—The Aden Government reported two further small raids on 
Mukeiras airfield on the Yemen border. The raiders, believed to be 
Yemeni tribesmen, had been driven off after an exchange of fire. 

Yemeni allegation (see Great Britain). 

19 July—British statement on frontier incidents (see Great Britain), 

British Note to Yemen (see Great Britain). 

20 July—Yemeni statement (see Great Britain). 


AUSTRALIA. 8 July—China. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, said the 
Government’s attitude towards the admittance of Communist China to 
the United Nations was unchanged. He would not discuss recognition 
of the Chinese Communists while they were engaged in hostilities with 
Australian forces in the field. 

Cabinet Changes. Mr Menzies announced a reshuffie of the Cabinet. 


AUSTRIA. 9 July—Floods. Serious floods all over the country were 
reported to have caused the deaths of at least five persons and to have 
rendered thousands homeless. Salzburg province and Upper Austria 
were the worst affected. In Linz about 15,000 persons had to be 
evacuated. 

11 July—The Government appealed for funds to supplement state 
relief for victims of the flood disaster. American and Soviet occupation 
authorities joined in the relief work in their zones. 

Jewish Claims. The joint executive board of the Committee for 
Jewish Claims on Austria recorded at a meeting in Geneva its profound 
dissatisfaction at the ‘Austrian Government’s failure’ to meet the claims 
for compensation and restitution to Jewish victims of Nazi persecution. 
It said the failure to do so was the more disquieting because the Austrian 
Government had ‘enacted legislation restoring rights and possessions to 


_ Austrian Nazis, many of whom had been convicted of criminal acts 


against the Jews’. 

12 July—Floods. The Chancellery announced that the British 
Government had made a gift of blankets, mess tins, and 20,000 rations 
of food for flood victims, and had offered the services of British troops. 

In Upper Austria the Governor estimated the damage to crops at 
between 200 m. and 400 m. schillings (between {2-8 m. and £5-6 m.). 
One hundred and thirty bridges had been destroyed, about fifty houses 
swept away, and more than 150 factories put out of action for at least 
three days. The death roll was stated to be twelve. 

15 July—The acting Soviet High Commissioner promised 300,000 
schillings (over £4,000) aid for flood victims on behalf of the Soviet 
Government. 
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16 July—Austro-Czechoslovak Danube shipping agreement (see 
Czechoslovakia). 

19 July—World Bank Loan. The World Bank announced a loan to 
Austria of 3,450 m. lire and 27 m. Swiss francs (about $12 m.) for the 
completion of the Reisseck-Kreuzeck hydro-electric power project. 


BELGIUM. 8 July—Benelux Economic Agreement. Representa- 
tives of Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg signed in Brussels 
an agreement on the free transfer of capital within the Benelux area. 

g July—U.S.S.R. The Foreign Ministry announced that it had re- 
newed its claims against the Soviet Government for damages for the 
loss of the transport aircraft shot down on 3 June (see p. 366), as an 
inquiry had shown that the aircraft had not departed from its route and 
that the attack had been made without warning. The announcement 
followed the receipt of a Russian Note which had rejected all responsi- 
bility and had claimed that the aircraft was over the Soviet Zone of 
Austria and had not obeyed orders to land. 


BENELUX. 20 July—A conference of Benelux Ministers, held in 
Brussels, renewed for one year the protocol signed at The Hague in 
July 1953 concerning temporary counter-measures in the event of 
serious industrial difficulties due to competition from one of the 
member countries. 


BURMA. 19 July—lIn a speech in Rangoon U Nu, the Prime Minister, 


} emphasized the danger of war and said that as neutralists in power 


politics, ‘we ought to do something to enable both America and China 
to achieve their ends without resorting to bloody warfare.’ He suggested 
that the following principles would help south-east Asian countries to 
take care of their own defences and to put an end to aggression: (1) All 
countries of Asia should be free. (2) The leaders should be those whom 
the people trusted and not those holding office by force. (3) The leaders 
should draw up welfare plans for the masses. (4) For the implementation 
of these plans, technicians and material should be supplied on terms 
mutually advantageous to the giving and receiving countries. 


CANADA. 15 July—U.S. Investment. The Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics issued a statement which said that at the end of 1953 U.S. 
investment in Canadian development amounted to $8,600 m., an in- 
crease of over $600 m. during the year and cf 72 per cent for the post- 
war period. 


CEYLON. 8 July—Budget. The Finance Minister presented the 
budget which provided for increased import duties on motor cars and 
an increase in the export duty on cocoa. Tax changes were deferred 
pending the report of the commission on taxation. 

Resignation. Mr R. G. Senanayake, Minister of Commerce, Trade, 
and Fisheries, resigned, but the Prime Minister refused to accept his 
resignation. 
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Ceylon (continued) 

11 July—Mr Senanayake, said he had resigned because, for one 
thing, he disagreed with the appointment of Sir Oliver Goonetilleke as 
Governor-General, He also disapproved of the Prime Minister’s forth- 
coming visit to the United States as he thought it was an attempt to 
open negotiations for military aid. 

18 July—Governor-General. Sir Oliver Goonetilleke was sworn 
in as Governor-General in succession to Lord Soulbury. He was the 
first Ceylonese to assume the office. 


CHINA. 9 July—Geneva Conference. Peking Radio reported that a 
meeting of the standing committee of the political consultative con- 
ference had unanimously endorsed a report by Mr Chou En-lai on the 
Geneva Conference. Leading members of the Government attended. 

Mr Chou En-lai left by air for Geneva. 

Sino-British trade discussions (see Great Britain). 

10 July—Great Britain. The nine British sailors (see pp. 367 and 409) 
were allowed to return to Hong Kong. 


CONFERENCE ON AGRICULTURE. 12 July—A conference in 
Paris attended by representatives of fifteen west European countries 
and of Greece and Turkey accepted a British proposal to transfer the 
French plan for a common agricultural market to the O.E.E.C. It 
decided to set up a commission which would ask the O.E.E.C. to 
establish a ministerial committee to meet twice yearly to examine 
agricultural problems. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 14 July—Floods. Prague Radio announced that 
all crops in four districts of central Bohemia had been destroyed as a 
result of the Danube floods. 

15 July—The seven American soldiers who had wandered over the 
frontier on 4 July (see pp. 400-1) were released by the Czechoslovak 
authorities. 

16 July—Danube Shipping. An agreement was signed in Prague 
by Austrian and Czechoslovak delegations enabling ships of both 
countries to sail up and down the Danube through, or along, each other's 
territories without restrictions. 


EGYPT. 9 July—Great Britain. The British Ambassador informed the 
Foreign Minister that the Bank of England had released {10 m. from 
Egypt’s blocked sterling balances in conformity with the Anglo- 
Egyptian sterling releases agreement. (Under the agreement the sum was 
due to be released some time during 1954. The Egyptian Government 
had been pressing for its release since the beginning of the year.) 

10 July—Anglo-Egyptian Negotiations. The negotiations on the 
Canal Zone were resumed in Cairo and new British proposals presented. 

Yemen. The newspaper Akhbar el Yom reported an agreement with 
the Yemeni Government for the dispatch of an Egyptian military 
mission to train the Yemeni Army in modern warfare. 
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Border clash (see Israel). 
12 July—Imports. The Finance Minister announced the lifting of 
restrictions on the import of goods from the sterling area. 

19 July—British concern re supply of arms to Egypt by Spain (see 
Great Britain). 

21 July—British protest re Egyptian broadcasts in Swahili (see Great 
Britain). 


FINLAND. 17 July—Finnish-Soviet trade treaty and political declara- 
tion (see U.S.S.R.). 


FORMOSA. 12 July—Chinese Nationalist action against British ship 
(see Great Britain). 


FRANCE. 10 July—Before leaving to take part in the Geneva con- 
ference, M. Mendés-France made a broadcast in which he said that if 
he were to turn down Communist proposals at Geneva it would be 
because they were unacceptable. The other party would discover that 
any attempt to separate France from her allies or friends would meet 
with complete failure. 

11 July—Tunisia. In an interview published in Le Monde, M. Habib 
Bourguiba, the Tunisian Neo Destour leader who was in exile on an 
island off Brittany, proposed as terms for a Tunisian settlement: a 
return to the original 1881 treaty of the Bardo conferring on France the 
right to station troops in Tunisia and to undertake its diplomatic 
representation; the repeal by France of the 1884 decree under which 
decrees signed by the Bey were submitted to the French Resident- 
General for approval and publication; and a solemn reaffirmation by 
France of her intention to lead Tunisia to complete internal self- 
government. The way would then be open for the formation of an all- 
Tunisian Government, for the progressive Tunisification of the admini- 
stration, and for the election of a National Assembly. M. Bourguiba 
denounced the ‘second chamber’ of French settlers proposed in March, 
and repeated his view that French representation should be limited to 
a delegation of advisers to the French Resident and to a number of 
nominated representatives on municipal councils. 

13 July—Three-Power Talks. Mr Dulles, U.S. Secretary of State, 
and Mr Eden, British Foreign Minister, arrived in Paris for talks with 
M. Mendés-France. 

14 July—Following the discussions between M. Mendés-France, Mr 
Dulles, and Mr Eden, a statement was issued saying that intimate and 
frank discussions had resulted in a clear understanding of the three 
Ministers’ respective positions in relation to Indo-China. Mr Dulles 
had explained fully his Government's attitude and the limitations it 
‘desired to observe as not having a primary responsibility in the Indo- 
China war’. The French Prime Minister expressed the view, with which 
Mr Eden associated himself, that it would nevertheless serve the 
interests of France and the Associated States and of the peace and 
freedom of the area if the United States, without departing from the 
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France (continued) 

principles expressed by Mr Dulles, were once again represented at 
Geneva at the ministerial level. Accordingly President Eisenhower and 
Mr Dulles were requesting Gen. Bedell Smith to return to Geneva at an 
early date. 

15 July—Settlements in India. It was announced that the French 
administration at Mahé, in India, had been withdrawn to Pondicherry 
in order to avert serious incidents. The settlement had been under 
‘extremely strong pressure’ in favour of attachment to India for some 
days. 

Tunisia. The text was published in Paris of a letter to the Prime 
Minister from a group of forty leading Frenchmen in Tunisia calling 
for the termination of ‘police methods’ in favour of a ‘policy of discus- 
sion’. 

16 July—tTransfer of settlement of Mahé (see India). 

Tunisia. It was announced that a general reserve division would 
soon arrive in Tunisia to enforce law and order. 

17 July—Tunisia. M. Habib Bourguiba was moved from the island 
of Groix off the coast of Brittany to a new place of internment sixty-five 


miles south of Paris. : ul 
20 July—Indo-China Armistice Agreement (see Geneva Confer- > 
ence). a 
21 July—Declarations on Indo-China armistice (see Geneva Confer- ga 
ence). na 
Indo-China Cease-Fire. M. Mendés-France said in a broadcast 
from Geneva that he was convinced that the conditions obtained for | 
the cease-fire in Indo-China ‘are the best that we could hope for in the de 
present state of things’. There were some cruel clauses, but, thanks to Ins 
the efforts of the French troops in Indo-China the conditions would Vi 
allow France to play her role in the Far East. wa 
pel 
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE. 8 July— 
The second annual report of G.A.T.T. noted a gradual reversion to the ab 
re-Korean situation in the pattern of international trade during 195}. int 
t said that the most notable development in continental Europe was It 
the rise in west Germany’s share of inter-continental trade from 40 per Art 
cent in 1950 to 45 per cent in the first half of 1953. East European refi 
trade with the rest of the world was stated to be lower in 1953 than regi 
ever before, whereas Communist China’s trade was growing. mat 
14 July—India. It was announced that agreement had been reached 2 
on the Indian Government’s request to make changes in a limited number mer 
of items in the G.A.T.T. schedules. ; ( 
0 
GENEVA CONFERENCE ON INDO-CHINA. 10 July—M. Mendes- leav 
France, French Premier, arrived in Geneva and dined with Mr Molotov, abo 
Soviet Foreign Minister. (2 
11 July—M. Mendés-France had a talk with the American Ambassa- bi 
om 


dor to France who delivered a message from Mr Dulles. Mr Dulles 
explained in the message that he was not coming to Geneva at present 
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because his Government was not sure of Communist good intentions 
and wished first to see if the Communists would make any move to 
disprove these suspicions. 

13 July—Russian Statement. Tass agency circulated a statement 
saying that Mr Dulles’s departure from Geneva before discussion of 
Indo-China and his refusal to return when other Foreign Ministers had 
returned ‘called for comment’. His journey to Paris (see France) had 
occurred ‘precisely at the moment when a rapprochement’ at Geneva 
was beginning to show itself, and suggested a possible attempt by Mr 
Dulles to hamper agreement and to exert pressure on France and 
Britain for this purpose. The statement added that Mr Dulles’s fear 
to state openly the United States position was due to fear that an 
agreement on Indo-China and a reduction of tension were contrary to 
the policy of aggressive circles in the United States. 

14 July—Tripartite statement on U.S. representation (see France). 

17 July—Mr Tran Van Do, the leader of the Vietnamese delegation, 
delivered a Note to M. Mendés-France, complaining that his Govern- 
ment had been kept in ignorance of the French proposals for the future 
of their country. The Note called for a cease-fire and disarmament of 
all belligerent forces and asked that the country be placed provisionally 
under United Nations control until the Vietnamese could decide their 
future at elections. It said that the de facto partition which seemed to 
have been accepted from the start by the French and Viet Minh dele- 
gations took no account of the unanimous will of the Vietnamese for 
national unity. 

Mr Bedell Smith arrived back to lead the United States delegation. 

18 July—aAt a restricted session Mr Do (Vietnam) said that his 
delegation must dissociate itself from the conference and await further 
instructions. The settlement contemplated would mean the partition of 
Vietnam, which his Government could not accept, and the conference 
was showing insufficient respect for the principles of unity and inde- 
pendence. 

Mr Bedell Smith (United States) said that his Government, not being 
a belligerent, had never sought to impose its views on those primarily 
interested ; but if an agreement were reached which it could respect, then 
it was prepared to issue a unilateral statement in which, basing itself on 
Article 2 of the United Nations Charter, it would state that it would 
refrain from the threat or use of force to upset the agreement, and would 
regard any renewal of aggression or violation of the agreement as a 
matter of grave concern. 

20 July—Armistice Agreement. The conference reached agree- 
ment on a cease-fire in Indo-China. The main terms were: 

(1) Armistice Line. The dividing line in Vietnam to run about 20 km. 
north of Highway No. 9 approximately at the 17th parallel. This would 
leave about 12,750,000 people under Viet Minh rule in the north and 
about 9,300,000 under Vietnamese rule in the south. 

(2) Evacuation of Enclaves. French forces in the Red River delta to 
withdraw first from Hanoi to a coastal strip around Haiphong and then 
from the delta altogether, the evacuation to be completed within ten 
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Geneva Conference on Indo-China (continued) 
months. Two enclaves for Viet Minh troops in the south would prob- 
ably be established. These would be evacuated within eight months, 

(3) Elections. Elections to be held throughout Vietnam by 20 July 
1956 and discussions between Vietnamese and Viet Minh representa- 
tives on the organization of the elections by 20 July 1955. 

(4) Armistice Supervision. India (chairman), Poland, and Canada to 
provide international armistice commissions, one for each of the three 
States. Among other duties the commissions to be responsible for 
seeing that there be no military reinforcement during the armistice. 
The more detailed work of supervising withdrawals to be left mainly to 
mixed commissions from the two sides. The international commission 
to make most decisions by majority vote, but in the event of failure to 
agree on a matter involving a threat to peace, to report to the nine 


conference Powers. 

4 (5) Laos. A regroupment area for Laotian dissidents to be established 

is in north-east Laos comprising the provinces of Phong Jaly and Sam 

2 Neua. Provision to be made for the reintegration of Pathet Lao sup- 

Tr porters under the Laotian Government after the elections due in 

+f August 1955. All Viet Minh troops to be withdrawn from Laos, 

i) (6) Bases. No foreign bases to be established in the three States. The 

Th French bases at Xieng Houang and Savannakhet in Laos would not be , 
Lae regarded as ‘foreign’, but their numbers would be limited to from 3,000 ) 
+h to 4,000 men and their removal further south to Vientiane and Seno was ' 
still under discussion. 
Sp Vietnamese Protest. The Vietnamese delegation issued a statement 
<3 saying that the proposals made by France, the Soviet Union, and the 
ae Viet Minh meant the cession of the whole of northern Vietnam to the . 
Pr Viet Minh. Such a partition deeply wounded Vietnamese national | 
rd feelings and could not fail to foment troubles throughout the country : 
on and to create a danger to peace. It repeated Vietnamese demands for I 
potent (1) a cease-fire in existing positions; (2) regrouping of forces in two 

2 zones as small as possible; (3) the disarming of regular and irregular : 
o4 Viet Minh troops and the withdrawal of foreign forces; (4) the adminis- : 
f-sed tration of the whole country; and (5) general elections as soon as the v 
om United Nations was satisfied that order had been fully restored. The ; 
25) delegation renewed a request that a sitting of the conference be called to t 


consider a ‘cease-fire without partition’. 
21 July—Armistice Agreements. The three armistice agreements —& 
between the French and Viet Minh, the Laotian and Viet Minh, and the . 


Cambodian and Viet Minh Commands were signed. ; 
Further Vietnam Protest. At the final session of the conference 
Mr Do (Vietnam) protested against the rejection of his proposal for an 1 


immediate cease-fire without provisional partition and the disarming 
of forces where they were. He also protested against the signing by the 
French High Command of an armistice against the wishes of the Viet- 
nam delegation and the abandonment of Vietnam territory still held by 
Vietnam forces. Later he announced his resignation from the post of U 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister. 
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Geneva Declaration. The conference approved a final thirteen- 
point declaration which was signed by the representatives of Britain, 
France, Russia, China, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Viet Minh. 
The United States delegation issued a separate declaration (see below). 

The declaration stated that the conference noted the agreements 
reached for the ending of hostilities in Indo-China and expressed its 
conviction that the agreed provisions would permit Cambodia, Laos, 
and Vietnam ‘to play their part in full independence and sovereignty 
in the peaceful community of nations’. It referred specifically to: the 
declarations by the Cambodian and Laotian Governments of their in- 
tention to allow all citizens to take their place in the national com- 
munity, in particular by participation in free and secret national 
elections in 1955, and to the other pledges given by those two Govern- 
ments in their declarations (see below). It also noted the prohibition of 
the introduction of foreign troops and munitions into Vietnam, and the 
agreement that no foreign military base should be established in the 
two regrouping zones of Vietnam, and that neither zone should con- 
stitute part of any military alliance or be used for the resumption of 
hostilities or for an aggressive policy. 

The conference recognized that the Vietnam demarcation line should 
not be interpreted as a political or territorial boundary. It stated that 
free elections by secret ballot should be held in Vietnam in July 1956 
under the supervision of the international supervisory commission and 
that consultations should be held between the respective authorities 
from July 1955. The provisions for the protection of individuals and 
property must be strictly applied, and must, in particular, allow every- 
one in Vietnam to decide freely in which zone he wished to live. 
The competent representative authorities in the three countries must 
not permit reprisals for collaboration with either of the opposing 
parties during the war. 

The conference noted the French Government’s pledge concerning 
the withdrawal of its troops (see French declaration below) and it also 
took note of the French Government’s pledge to respect the independ- 
ence and sovereignty, unity, and territorial integrity of Cambodia, Laos, 
and Vietnam. The members of the conference gave a similar under- 
taking and pledged themselves also to refrain from any interference in 
the three countries’ internal affairs. 

The thirteenth point of the declaration recorded the signatories’ 
agreement ‘to consult one another on any questions which may be 
referred to them by the international supervisory commission in order 
to study such measures as may prove necessary to ensure that the 
agreements on the cessation of hostilities in Cambodia, Laos, and 
Vietnam are respected’. 

United States Declaration. The United States Government issued 
a unilateral declaration stating that it had noted the first twelve points 
of the conference declaration, and would refrain from the threat or the 
use of force to disturb them, in accordance with Article 2 (iv) of the 
United Nations. It would view any renewal of the aggression in viola- 
tion of the agreements with grave concern and as seriously threatening 
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Geneva Conference on Indo-China (continued) 
international peace and security. In connection with the statement in 
the declaration regarding the holding of free elections in Vietnam, the 
U.S. Government wished to reaffirm its position, expressed in the 
Washington declaration of 2g June, that: ‘In the case of nations now 
divided against their will we shall continue to seek to achieve unity 
through free elections, supervised by the United Nations, to ensure that 
they are conducted fairly.’ 
With respect to the Vietnam declaration, the United States reiterated 

its traditional position that peoples were entitled to determine their own 
future, and that it would not join in an arrangement which would 
hinder this. The United States shared with the conference the hope that 
‘the agreements will permit Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam to play their 
part in full independence and sovereignty in the peaceful community 
of nations, and will enable the peoples of that area to determine their 
own future’. 
French Declaration. The French Government issued a declaration 
stating that it was ‘ready to withdraw its troops from the territories of 
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, at the request of the Governments con- 
cerned and within a period which shall be fixed by agreement between 
the parties, except in the cases where, by agreement between the two 
parties, a certain number of French troops shall remain at specified 
points and for a specified time’. 
Cambodian Declaration. The Government of Cambodia issued a 
declaration pledging itself never to take part in an aggressive policy 
and never to allow its territory to be utilized for such a policy. It under- 
took not to join in any agreement with other States which would carry 
with it the obligation to enter into a military alliance not in conformity 
with the U.N. Charter or with the principles of the cease-fire agree- 
ment, or, as long as its security was not threatened, the obligation to 
establish bases on Cambodian territory for the military forces of foreign 
Powers. The Government was resolved to settle international disputes 
by peaceful means. 
During the period between the cessation of hostilities and the final 
settlement of Cambodian political problems the Government pledged 
itself not to solicit foreign aid in war material, personnel, or instructors 
except for effective defence. 
Laotian Declaration. The Laotian Government issued a declara- 
tion which was similar to the Cambodian except that it undertook not 
to solicit foreign military aid except ‘to the extent defined by the agree- 
ment on the cessation of hostilities’. 


GERMANY. 8 July—Church Congress. Dr Ehlers, president of the 
west German Bundestag, Dr Dieckmann, president of the east German 
Volkskammer, Herr Nuschke, the east German deputy Prime Minister, 
and Dr Strauss, a Federal Secretary of State, were all present at a 
dinner given in Leipzig by the president of the German Evangelical 
Church. It was the first time that leading politicians from east and west 
had been brought together. 
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g July—Floods. Disastrous floods, causing widespread damage to 
crops and rendering thousands homeless, were reported in Bavaria. 

East Germany. Trials. A court at Frankfurt am Oder sentenced one 
man to death and eight others to long prison terms ‘for crimes against 
humanity and against the economy of the German Democratic Re- 

ublic’. 

: 11 July—West Germany: Israel. It was announced that the Israeli 
Government had decided to invest {10 m. of west German reparations 
on orders for twelve ships to be built in west German shipyards during 
the next three years. 

12 July—Berlin. The U.S. assistant High Commissioner declared 
at a luncheon in Berlin that there was no change whatever in American 
policy in regard to Berlin. The city would continue to be supported 
politically, economically, and, if need be, militarily. 

East Germany. The west Berlin information bureau reported that 
561 political prisoners had been released from Bautzen prison in the 
Soviet Zone. 

Floods. The Bavarian Premier estimated flood damage in Bavaria at 
200 m. marks ({16-7 m.). 

Floods in eastern Germany were reported to have caused the deaths 
of nine persons. Ten thousand persons had had to be evacuated from 
Dessau. 

13 July—British White Paper on east and west German police forces 
(see Great Britain). 

14 July—British and U.S. statements on restoration of sovereignty 
to west Germany (see Great Britain and United States). 

East Germany. Trials. The east German News Agency announced 
that Dr Kurt Haman, the former Minister of Supply, had been sen- 
tenced by the Supreme Court to ten years’ hard labour for sabotaging 
the people’s food supply. Herr Bander, State Secretary in the Ministry, 
received a sentence of six years’ hard labour, and two members of Dr 
Haman’s staff three years’ each. 

16 July—West Germany. Free German Youth Organization. 
The federal administrative court confirmed the legality of the Federal 
Government’s action in prohibiting the Communist-controlled Free 
German Youth organization, on the ground that it was indistinguishable 
from the same organization in the Soviet Zone and that its purpose was 
to prepare a new form of State to replace the Federal Republic. 

17 July—East Germany. It was announced that Mr Semyonov, 

Soviet High Commissioner and Ambassador to east Germany, had 

been transferred to other work, and that Mr Georgi Maximovitch 
Pushkin had been appointed in his place. 

West Germany. Presidential Election. Professor Heuss was re- 

elected President of the Federal Republic for a term of five years at a 

meeting of the electoral College held in Berlin. He received the support 

of 871 of the 987 voters. After his election President Heuss spoke of 
the symbolic importance of the election in Berlin and emphasized the 

need to strengthen the will for German unity. Of the Federal Republic, 

he said it must find expression of its political consolidation in self- 
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Germany (continued) 
determination and partnership in a broader and free system of nations, St 

19 July—West Germany. E.D.C. Ina speech in Berlin to the Foreign fin 
Press Association Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, promised sym- by 


pathetic consideration of any modifications to the E.D.C. treaty which 

France might desire, but he made clear that a basic modification re- | 

quiring re-examination by the six Parliaments would be undesirable. vis 
Berlin. In a speech at the Free University on the tenth anniversary tra 

of the anti-Hitler plot of July 1944, President Heuss paid a tribute to set 

the men who died in the subsequent massacre and declared that ‘their | 

blood wiped the tarnished German name clean of the shame which 

Hitler forced upon us Germans. The heritage is still effective, our 


obligations arising from it not yet fulfilled.’ Of 
East Germany. The east German Radio announced that Herr the 
Pieck, the Prime Minister, and Herr Ulbricht, the Deputy Premier, had cat 
left for Moscow. Ge 
20 July—Berlin. July zoth Commemoration. President Heuss and for 


Dr Adenauer took part in a commemoration ceremony for the victims 
of the anti-Hitler plot of July 1944. 


21 July—West Germany. Defence Contribution. At a meeting in Na 
} Paris between the Federal Finance Minister and the N.A.T.O. authori- Fo 
i) ties, it was agreed to prolong until the end of the year the agreement car 
of April 1953 requiring the Federal Government to contribute 950 m. ’ 
i marks a month towards western defence. The agreement had expired wil 
5 on 30 June. the 
in 
» GREAT BRITAIN. 8 July—East African Civil Services. The report on 
i of the Lidbury Commission was published. Among its recommenda- wo 
* tions was the abolition of racial distinctions in pay and grading of Ge 
vt responsibilities in the East African Civil services. wh 
Ad Yemen. A Note was handed to the Yemeni Chargé d’ Affaires calling arn 
_ attention to the ‘very serious situation’ on the Aden- Yemeni frontiers. ‘ay 
det It said that between 1 May and 24 May some twenty-eight raids on the del 
+) Protectorate had taken place and there was no sign of an improvement ( 
; 5 since. An attack on the town of Mukeiras had culminated on 18 June Bri 
aed in a serious attack on Martaa by some eighty regular Yemeni troops and tio 
st 400 tribal irregulars. It was further stated that the Government had wo 
a evidence that the Yemeni Government was fomenting rebellion in the Ge 
a Protectorate and that, in spite of the agreements of 1934 and 1951 abc 
binding both countries to maintain peace on the frontier, the Yemeni ‘an 
Government was giving colour to the belief that it laid claim to the cou 
whole of the Aden Protectorate and had no intention of settling the set 
frontier problem. The Note recalled the Yemeni Government’s accept- the 
ance of a suggestion that the frontier authorities should consult together, the 
and said the Governor of Aden had been invited to make appropriate the 
arrangements. But it warned the Yemeni Government that if the attacks Asi 
continued the British Government reserved the right to take the neces- tiat 
sary steps, including direct action in the frontier areas, to protect the col 


territory and inhabitants of the Aden Protectorate. agr 
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9 July—West African Defence. A report was published by the 
Stationery Office giving details of changes in the organization and 
financing of the West African military forces which were agreed upon 
by the West African Forces Conference held in Lagos in April 1953. 

Release of {10 m. to Egypt (see Egypt). 

China. Following discussions with the Chinese trade delegation 
visiting Britain, the Sino-British Trade Committee—a British joint 
trade organization—announced that it had accepted an invitation to 
send a delegation to Peking in the autumn. 

10 July—Resumption of negotiations with Egypt (see Egypt). 

Return of nine British sailors (see China). 

Yemen. The Yemeni Chargé d’Affaires delivered to the Foreign 
Office a Note protesting against alleged flights by R.A.F. aircraft over 
the Yemen town of Beidha. It described the flights as open acts of provo- 
cation and said they were committed at a time when the Yemeni 
Government were endeavouring to comply with the British suggestion 
for a meeting of frontier officers. 

12 July—Relaxation by Egypt of import restrictions (see Egypt). 

Nationalist China. It was reported in Hong Kong that a Chinese 
Nationalist warship had rammed the British cargo ship Hupeh in the 
Formosa Strait on g July after chasing her for three hours. The ship’s 
cargo was then inspected and the ship released. 

Washington Talks. In a statement in the Commons on his visit 
with Mr Eden to the United States, Sir Winston Churchill emphasized 
the importance of Anglo-U.S. unity on fundamental issues, as set out 
in the six-point declaration (see p. 441), and also dwelt at some length 
on the joint statement on Germany of 28 June (see p. 440). He said it 
would indeed be a tragedy if the opportunity were lost of bringing 
Germany back into the European family by means of the E.D.C. treaty 
while at the same time preventing the recreation of a German national 
army, and he hoped that the joint statement might play its part in 
‘averting the measureless consequences which may follow from further 
delay by the French Chamber’ (in ratifying the treaty). 

On the subject of south-east Asia, the Prime Minister said that both 
Britain and the United States hoped that the current military negotia- 
tions between the French, the Associated States, and the Viet Minh 
would lead to an understanding which could be referred back to the 
Geneva conference with some real hope of success. The British ideas 
about a guarantee of any settlement were explained to the Americans 
‘and are now better understood’. The basis of the ideas was to get the 
countries participating at the conference to underwrite any acceptable 
settlement reached. ‘We hope too that other countries with interests in 
the area might also subscribe to such an undertaking’. This was one of 
the problems which the Anglo-U.S. study group set up as a result of 
the talks was studying. It was also studying the problem of south-east 
Asia defence. ‘We have a plan not only for the contingency of a nego- 
tiated settlement but for eventualities less agreeable. Arrangements for 
collective defence in south-east Asia will proceed whether or not any 
agreement is reached at Geneva, and after all, the Communists have 
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Great Britain (continued) 
their own defensive arrangements in the form of the Sino-Soviet Treaty. 


There is no doubt that the Foreign Secretary’s care and zeal in bringing 


the five Asian-Colombo Powers prominently into the situation is fully 
appreciated now by the United States Government. Their association is 
regarded as important and welcome.’ 

Sir Winston Churchill referred to the statement in the Washington 
communiqué of 28 June that if the French Government were confronted 
with unacceptable demands the international situation would be gravely 
aggravated, and he told the House that he could not conceal ‘the deep 
anxiety which must naturally be felt lest the military events which are 
taking place become dominant, with a consequent serious increase of 
tension in every quarter’. 

Sir Winston Churchill then turned to the subject of Communist 
China’s admission to the United Nations and said that the Government's 
policy thereon had been unchanged since 1951 when Mr Morrison, 
then Foreign Secretary, had stated that while it was the Government’s 
view that the Central People’s Government should represent China in 
the United Nations, in view of that Government’s persistence in 
behaviour inconsistent with the U.N. Charter, consideration of the 
question should be postponed. Sir Winston Churchill pointed to the 
absence of any agreement yet either about Indo-China or Korea and 
said that if agreements were reached the arrangements would still 
depend on good faith and co-operation. In these circumstances the 
Government did not believe that the time had come for reconsideration 
of the matter. 

The Prime Minister finally referred to the phrase ‘peaceful co-exist- 
ence’ used by Mr Eden in the debate of 23 June when speaking of 
the relations between the Communists and the free world. He said 
‘this fundamental and far-reaching conception’ had its part in some of 
the Washington talks, and he was very glad when he later read that 
President Eisenhower had said that the hope of the world lay in peaceful 
co-existence of the Communist and non-Communist Powers, adding 
the warning that this doctrine must not lead to ‘appeasement that com- 
pels any nation to submit to foreign domination’. Sir Winston Churchill 
said the House should not under-estimate the importance of this broad 
measure of concurrence of the English-speaking world and he com- 
mented: ‘What a vast ideological gulf there is between the idea of 
peaceful co-existence, vigilantly safeguarded, and a mood of forcibly 
extirpating the Communist fallacy and heresy.’ The statement was a 
recognition of the appalling character which war had assumed and that its 
consequences went far beyond the difficulties and dangers of dwelling 

side by side with the Communist States. 

13 July—German Police Forces. The Government published as a 
White Paper (Cmd. 9213) a memorandum on the strength of the respec- 
tive police forces in east and west Germany and a summary of the 
preparatory planning for west German membership of E.D.C. The 
memorandum stated that east German police forces had been raised 
of such strength that they ‘should properly be described as military’. It 
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estimated their numbers at between 80,000 and go,ooo and said their 
armaments included about 1,300 tanks and self-propelled guns and 1,300 
field, anti-tank, and anti-aircraft guns. 

The west German police forces were stated to be in no way com- 
parable. In addition to about 90,000 ordinary civil police there were 
two bodies of mobile police formations equipped with light arms—the 
federal frontier police of rather more than 10,000 men with a marine 
attachment of 700 men, and Land mobile police forces totalling about 
10,000 men. The proportion of police to the population was stated to 
be about one to 450 in west Germany and in east Germany about one to 
100. 

East-West Trade. Reporting in Parliament on his recent talks in 
Washington with Mr Stassen, Director of the F.O.A., on the subject of 
strategic controls on trade with the Soviet bloc in Europe, Mr 'Thorney- 
croft, President of the Board of Trade, explained that during earlier 
discussions in Paris he had been convinced that a shorter list combined 
with tighter enforcement was likely to prove more effective, but there 
had been differences between the U.K. and U.S. Governments. During 
the Washington talks they had agreed on the lists of goods subject to the 
ban and they had also agreed on certain additional enforcement mea- 
sures. As regards timing, the United Kingdom consider the sooner the 
agreed changes were implemented the better, but a decision on these 
points had been deferred. Talks with the other countries concerned on 
all these points would now proceed. 

Yemen. The Yemeni Legation alleged in a statement that raids by 
Aden forces into Yemeni territory and ‘terrorizing flights’ by British 
aircraft over Beidha city and district were continuing. 

14 July—Germany. Sir Winston Churchill announced during a 
foreign affairs debate in the Commons that the British and United 
States Governments had decided that in the unhappy event of failure to 
ratify the E.D.C. treaty ‘their aims would best be achieved by dissociat- 
ing the Bonn Conventions in simultaneity from the passing of the E.D.C. 
treaty. If possible that should be done by agreement between the four 
Powers who signed those conventions.’ He added that it was clear that 
‘discussion of these matters would entail deferment of German rearma- 
ment for the time being, with the necessary provision of continued 
financial support for the allied forces in Germany during this period.’ 
Sir Winston Churchill said that no time limit had been fixed, but ‘we 
cannot go on keeping this matter hanging in the air indefinitely.’ 

China. Earlier in his speech Sir Winston Churchill replied to a 
criticism from Mr Attlee deploring the fact that the question of Chinese 
admission to the United Nations ‘had played no notable part’ in the 
Washington discussions. Sir Winston Churchill declared that it was not 
the moment to raise such a matter in a strenuous fashion when the visit 
was intended to clear up misunderstandings, and he did not see any- 
thing in the conduct of China which had yet happened which should 
lead the American Government to deliver Formosa to Communist 
China. But he did not see any reason why, at some subsequent date, 
Formosa should not be placed in the custody of the United Nations, as 
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Great Britain (continued) 

Mr Attlee had suggested. He declared emphatically that the Govern- 
ment would not raise the question of China’s admission to the United 
Nations at present. September was the first time that it could be raised, 
but he believed postponement till a later period would be better for all 
concerned. 

Kenya. Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, announced in the Com- 
mons that subject to Parliament’s approval the Government were 
prepared to provide a further £4 m. grant and a further interest-free 
loan of {1-5 m. in the current financial year towards the cost of the 
Kenya emergency. 

Promise of further financial aid to Malaya (see Malaya). 

15 July—Lord Alexander, Defence Minister, left for Washington 
for talks with Mr Wilson, the U.S. Secretary of Defence. 

Yemen. The Yemeni Chargé d’Affaires in London stated that no 
discussion of the dispute between the Yemen and the United Kingdom 
could begin until the ‘terrirozing flights’ of British aircraft over Yemen 
territory in the Beidha area had ceased. 

Poland. It was learned that Mr Andrzej Panufnik, the Polish 
composer, had escaped to London and was seeking asylum in Britain. 

16 July—Currency Convertibility. The ministerial group appointed 
by the Council of the Organization for European Economic Co-opera- 
tion to consider problems of currency convertibility concluded a two- 
day meeting in London. U.S. and Canadian representatives were 
present as observers. Mr Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
chairman of the council of O.E.E.C., who had presided, said that the 
discussions had been most successful. The problems had been studied 
under the three headings of trade, payments, and organizational 
questions. Certain principles were agreed, and had been referred to the 
Ministers’ deputies for further study. The Ministers would meet again 
in the autumn to review the progress made. 

Mr Butler said that no date had been fixed for the next step towards 
the convertibility of any European currency. Many conditions had to be 
fulfilled and it was evident that not all of these had yet been met. They 
were agreed that free trade and currency convertibility required mem- 
ber countries to move towards non-discrimination in imports, such as 
those from the dollar area, and they were quite clear ‘that the speed of 
any such advance must depend on action taken within the dollar area, 
as well as on developments in our balance of payments situation.’ 

19 July—Spanish Arms for Egypt. ‘The Foreign Office confirmed 
that several representations had been made to the Spanish Government 
concerning the signing by Spanish manufacturers of contracts to supply 
arms to the Egyptian Government. A report put the value of the con- 
tracts at £1,250,000. 

Saudi Arabian-Onassis Oil Agreement. Mr Dodds-Parker, Under- 
Secretary, Foreign Office, stated in reply to a question in the Commons 
that in the Government’s view the agreement between the Saudi- 
Arabian Government and Mr Onassis constituted flag discrimination by 
seeking to force buyers of oil to use tankers of one particular flag. It was 
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therefore contrary to accepted maritime practice. H.M. Government 
deplored such interference by a Government with the shipper’s freedom 
of choice of vessel, and it was clear that British interests would be 
adversely affected by the agreement. They had been in close touch with 
the United States and other Governments and commercial interests, 
whose objections were as strong as their own. The Foreign Secretary 
had expressed to the Saudi-Arabian Ambassador his grave concern at 
the agreement and his hope that the Saudi-Arabian Government would 
think very carefully before pursuing a course calculated to lead them 
into difficulties with friendly Powers. 

Cyprus. Replying to a question as to what action the Government 
proposed in view of the Greek Government’s intention of bringing the 
question of the future of Cyprus before the United Nations Assembly, 
Mr Dodds-Parker said that under Article 2 (7) of the Charter the United 
Nations had no powers to discuss a question which lay within the juris- 
diction of a member Government, and H.M. Government held that 
the status of Cyprus was such a question. He could not agree that any 
Government, however friendly, could claim a right to be consulted on 
the future status of one of her Majesty’s possessions. 

Yemen. Mr Hopkinson, Minister of State, answering a question on 
the Aden frontier situation, said that in the first fortnight of July twenty- 
eight incidents had occurred in areas of the Protectorate where sub- 
versive Yemeni influence was known to be concentrated, and in at least 
four cases Yemeni regulars and irregulars had raided or fired on the 
Protectorate from Yemen territory. Searching inquiry had shown the 
Yemeni allegation that R.A.F. aircraft had flown low over Beidha to be 
completely unfounded. No R.A.F. aircraft had flown over Yemen 
territory; civil aircraft sometimes flew close to Beidha in circling to land 
at Mukeiras but they had been doing this for years and never practised 
low flying. Talks had been postponed owing to the illness of the Amil 
of Beidha. The Government had repeatedly asked the Yemeni Govern- 
ment to agree to negotiations on the areas, but so far it had refused. 

In a Note replying to the Yemeni Note of 10 July, the Government 
categorically denied that Royal Air Force aircraft had flown over 
Beidha. It said that while patrolling the Aden side of the frontier as a 
consequence of the incessant raiding from the Yemen, British civil air- 
craft had as usual landed at Mukeiras and might have passed near 
Beidha, but they had not flown low over it. The Foreign Office therefore 
rejected the Yemeni Legation’s protest and regretted that the allegations 
should have been published. 

20 July—The Yemen Legation issued a statement designed to 
clarify what it described as misconceptions regarding relations with the 
United Kingdom. After giving the Yemen’s point of view of past 
history since 1941 the statement concluded with a denial of reports of 
internal dissensions in the Yemen and the allegation that the Imam 
— to enlist popular support by adopting an aggressive foreign 
policy. 

P Completion of Anglo-U.S. south-east Asia defence talks (see United 
tates). 


== 


Ge 


462 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EvENTs, VOL. 10, No. 14 
Great Britain (continued) 

21 July—E.D.C. Replying to a question in the House, Sir Winston 
Churchill said there would be no commander-in-chief of the European 
Defence Community. The British division which the Government had 
dedicated to the E.D.C. would in peacetime be under the operational 
command of the commander of the E.D.C. corps in which it would be 
placed. The E.D.C. corps commander would in turn be responsible 
through the appropriate superior headquarters to the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Europe. The British commander-in-chief, Germany, 
would continue to be responsible for the administration and main- 
tenance of the division. 

U.S. Atomic Energy Plan. In reply to another question, Sir 
Winston Churchill said that in his discussions with President Eisen- 
hower they had noted with disappointment that the Russians had not 
agreed to join the President’s scheme for the international development 
of the peaceful uses of atomic energy. They had agreed that the invita- 
tion to the Russians be left open. Meanwhile consideration would be 
given to the question of putting the plan into effect even without Soviet 
participation. 

Egypt. Mr Nutting, Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, said in answer 
to a parliamentary question that the British Ambassador in Cairo had 
been instructed to make an official protest regarding a series of Egyptian 
Government broadcasts in Swahili encouraging African, including 
Mau Mau hostility, to British colonial government. 


GREECE. 8 July—Foreign Debt. The Minister of Co-ordination 
announced that the Council of Foreign Bondholders in London had 
rejected the Government’s invitation to send representatives to Athens 
on 26 July to negotiate a settlement of the Greek foreign debt. Instead 
the Council had suggested that the talks should be held in London in 
August, and it had insisted that the settlement should include the balance 
of the Greek share of the Ottoman debt. 

13 July—Baikan Alliance. The Foreign Minister announced that 
the Turkish Government had asked Yugoslavia to agree to a short 
postponement of the conference of three Foreign Ministers arranged 
for 17 July at Bled. The reason given was that the Turkish Foreign 
Minister was unable to leave Ankara during the illness of the Prime 
Minister, Mr Menderes. Greece had already accepted the proposal. 
The announced purpose of the conference was the signing of the 
Balkan military alliance. 

x5 July—Turkish reasons for postponement of Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting (see Turkey). 

16 July—Balkan Pact. The Foreign Ministry announced that the 
Prime Minister, Field-Marshal Papagos, had sent messages to President 
Tito of Yugoslavia, and to Mr Menderes, the Turkish Prime Minister, 
urging rapid agreement on a new date for signing the Balkan alliance 
so as to prevent ‘harmful rumours’ creating an undesirable atmosphere 
in Balkan relations. 

18 July—President Tito’s reply (see Yugoslavia). 
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GUATEMALA. 8 July—It was announced that Colonel Armas had 
been unanimously elected president of the military junta which had 
been reduced to three members, the other two being Colonel Monzon 
and Major Oliva. 

The Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs announced that Salvador, 

Santo Domingo, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and France had recognized the 
junta. 
The Foreign Ministry warned the nine embassies harbouring sup- 
porters of the Arbenz regime that the fugitives carried bombs and arms 
with them and said that persons entering the diplomatic missions would 
be searched. 

g July—Colonel Azurdia, a high official of the liberation army, was 
appointed head of the national civil guard police in place of Colonel 
Gonzalez. 

10 July—The chief of the national agrarian department appealed to 
landowners and workers to abstain from acts prejudicial to the national 
economy and tending to exacerbate labour relations. 

It was announced that the Vatican had recognized the new regime. 

12 July—A public holiday was proclaimed to celebrate ‘anti-Com- 
munist day’. In a speech to an anti-Communist demonstration in the 
central square Colonel Armas said the new Government would seek 
to consolidate the ‘national movement of liberation’ by the total elimina- 
tion of Communists from all spheres. Foreign capital would be invited 
to help development and thus provide more work. An attempt would 
be made to balance the budget which showed a total deficit of $30 m. 
under the late regime. The agrarian reform law would be modified in a 
spirit of genuine allocation of land to peasants as private property, and 
not on a loan basis as before. Colonel Armas also said that all Colonel 
Arbenz’s followers who were guilty of murder and torture would be 
punished with death. 

Two speakers strongly criticized the attitude of the Mexican Am- 
bassador in refusing asylum to anti-Communists and protecting sup- 
porters of Colonel Arbenz. 

13 July—The United States recognized the new regime. 


HUNGARY. 18 July—Floods. Budapest Radio reported that dikes on 
the Danube had burst in at least five places. Parts of the industrial town 
of Gyor had been flooded, and the situation at Esztergom and two other 
towns in the area was reported to be serious. 


INDIA. 8 July—Bhakra Canal. Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, opened 
the Bhakra canal system for the irrigation of arid land in the Punjab. Mr 
Nehru said that India would not deny water to her neighbour. His 
Government was prepared to help Pakistan and even increase the supply 
of water, but it could not accept a position which encouraged Pakistan 
to do nothing to improve its canal system. He was sure the problem 
could be solved by quiet discussions. 

10 July—Pakistan protest re diversion of Sutlej waters (see Pakistan). 

12 July—Reply to Pakistan protest (see Pakistan). 
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India (continued) 

14 July—G.A.T.T. agreement on India’s request to modify sche- 
dules (see General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade). 

15 July—Withdrawal of French administration at Mahé (see France), 

16 July—French Settlements. The French Administrator formailiy 
handed over control of the settlement of Mahé, on the west coast, to 
members of the Mahajan Sabha movement, which had been agitating 
for a merger with India. 


INDO-CHINA. 8 July—The French High Command said that ninety- 
eight Viet Minh had been killed in small battles around the new Hanio- 
Haiphong defence oblong. French aircraft had heavily attacked troop 


concentrations along both sides of the Hanoi-Haiphong road. an 

g July—The French High Command reported a number of violent 
Viet Minh attacks on defence posts. In one of these, south-west of Wi 
Hanoi, the Viet Minh lost 108 killed. 

Viet Minh forces increased their pressure north and north-west of Hi 
Hanoi. Gen. Ely, French C.-in-C. in Indo-China, advised French and cle 
foreign residents to leave Hanoi, but said that both Hanoi and Haiphong 
would be defended. 

10 July—Truce Talks. The two High Commands conferring at 
Trung Gia reached an agreement on the exchange of sick and wounded IN 
prisoners in batches and on conditions for the remaining prisoners. of 

11 July—The Viet Minh overran a defence post at Aimo, twenty-five U. 
miles west of Hanoi. the 

A Viet Minh attack, aimed at cutting off Hung Yen, twenty miles aw 
south of Hanoi, was repulsed after a five hours’ battle. The Viet Minh of 
left 300 dead and 20 prisoners. Other clashes took place near Phuc Yen 
and Son Tay, north and north-west of Hanoi. Enemy forces also IS] 
harried defence posts south of Tourane on the central Annam coast, Isr 
and a post near Chou Doc, near the Cambodian border, was heavily we 
attacked. the 

In southern Laos French Union forces reoccupied a post south of 
Pakse on the Mekong. ] 

12 July—Viet Minh forces clashed with a Franco-Vietnamese patrol the 
south of Pakse. On the Annamese coast south of Tourane a Franco- 30 
Vietnamese defence post at Quang Nam was captured but two others apy 
held out against attacks. cor 

Clashes continued in the Red River delta, particularly around on 
Son Tay. alr 

14 July—Exchange of Prisoners. The exchange of sick and wound- was 
ed prisoners by the French and Viet Minh Commands began with the (1) 
handing over of too from either side. offi 

French Union troops abandoned two posts twenty-five miles west fro1 
and thirty-five miles north-west of Hanoi after Viet Minh attacks. plit 

Franco-Vietnamese forces launched two offensive operations, one in tor 
the Son Tay area, thirty miles north-west of Hanoi, and the other in ‘ A 

ve 


the Luc Nam area, thirty-five miles to the north-east. Heavy fighting 
was reported. 
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15 July—A further 100 prisoners from either side were exchanged. 
Returned French Union prisoners said that many of their compatriots 
had died during a 450-mile march to prison camps from Dien Bien Phu. 

The French Command evacuated the camp of Erulin, twenty-five 
miles north-east of Hanoi. 

16 July—Gen. Cogny said in an interview that 60,000 Viet Minh 
troops had infiltrated into the Hanoi-Haiphong redoubt and a further 
60,000 surrounded it. 

Franco- Vietnamese forces reoccupied the camp of Erulin. 

18 July—The French authorities released a first group of 300 civilian 
internees from a camp at Hanoi. 

At Saigon a crowd of about 5,000 Vietnamese demonstrated against 


) any partition of Vietnam. 


A Viet Minh attack north-west of Hunghfen, in the south of the delta, 
was repulsed with severe losses. 

19 July—About 10,000 persons took part in a demonstration in 
Hanoi against any partition of Vietnam. Shops and offices remained 
closed in the morning. 

20 July—Cease-Fire Agreement (see Geneva Conference). 

21 July—Armistice Declarations (see Geneva Conference). 


INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. 13 July—Compensation 


| of Dismissed U.N. Staff. By 9 votes to 3 the Court replied to the 


U.N. General Assembly resolution of g December 1953 with a ruling 
that the Assembly had no right to refuse to give effect to compensation 
awards made by the U.N. administrative tribunal to dismissed members 
of the U.N. staff. 


ISRAEL. 10 July—Egypt. In a border clash in the Gaza strip three 
Israelis were wounded, one of whom died later, and five Egyptians 
were reported to have been killed. Both sides lodged complaints with 
the Mixed Armistice Commission. 

11 July—Order for German-built ships (see Germany). 

Border Tension. The Mixed Armistice Commission met to consider 
the U.N. observers’ investigations into the shooting in Jerusalem from 
30 June to 2 July. Gen. Bennike, chief of the truce supervision staff, 
appealed to both sides to forgo their usual practice of introducing 
condemnatory resolutions and to concentrate on reaching agreement 
on measures to prevent a recurrence of incidents. He considered it 


| almost impossible to establish who fired the first shot and said there 


was no evidence that the outbreak had been planned. He proposed: 
(1) the establishment of adequate supervision of frontier guards by 
officers and N.C.O.s; (2) a firm undertaking by both sides to refrain 
from retaliatory fire; (3) orders forbidding sniping; (4) prompt disci- 
plinary action against violators of cease-fire orders; (5) a sincere effort 
to reduce tension. 


An Israeli Army spokesman told the press later that Gen. Bennike’s 


| five points should be addressed exclusively to Jordan: Israel could not 


accept them. 
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Israel (continued) 

12 July—The Israeli delegation presented to the Mixed Armistice 
Commission a resolution condemning Jordan, and the Jordan delegation 
followed with a resolution condemning Israel. 

15 July—Gen. Bennike abstained from voting on either the Israeli 
or the Jordan resolutions, with the result that both were rejected. He 
said he would report the recent breaches of the cease fire at Jerusalem 
to the Security Council together with the evidence of U.N. observers, 

At the same meeting of the Mixed Armistice Commission the Israeli 
delegate proposed: (1) reaffirmations by both parties of obligations 
under the armistice agreement; (2) reaffirmations of their obligations to 
settle disputes by peaceful means; (3) implementation of the armistice 
provisions for free access to the Holy Places, cultural institutions, 
Mount Scopus, and resumption of normal functioning of humanitarian 
institutions at Mount Scopus; (4) reaffirmations of armistice obligations 
to refrain from firing across lines and all hostile acts, particularly in the 
Jerusalem area; (5) division of Jerusalem’s no-man’s land with clear 
marking of the demarcation line; and (6) meeting at an appropriate 
level between the two parties with a view to adopting security measures 
to mitigate tensions and prevent incidents. 

17 July—A Government statement was delivered to Gen. Bennike, 
conveying regret that the U.N. truce organization, by failing to fix 
responsibility for the Jerusalem shooting, had ‘not stood the test of its 
effectiveness’, and saying that the absence of a decision was ‘liable to 

undermine the moral authority of the United Nations and to serve as 
encouragement to further aggressive violence’. 


ITALY. 9 July—E.D.C. Signor Piccioni, Defence Minister, speaking at 
a meeting of the Chamber’s foreign affairs committee, urged speedy 


lay 
ratification of the E.D.C. treaty and said there was no justification for ju 
linking such action with the current negotiations on Trieste. 

16 July—Christian Democratic Party. Signor Fanfani was a 
elected secretary of the Christian Democratic Party by 59 votes out of M 
71 in succession to Signor De Gasperi, who was elected President. un 
JAPAN. 9 July—Defence. It was announced that U.S. ground forces shi 
would be withdrawn during 1954 from Hokkaido, the northernmost fig 
island of Japan, and replaced by Japanese troops. eig 

21 July—Russian statement on Soviet-Japanese relations (see ele 
U.S.S.R.). on 
JORDAN. 10 July—Syria. It was announced that Jordan and Syria hac 
had agreed to open Legations in each other’s capital for the first time. 

11 July et seq— Meeting of Mixed Armistice Commission and Gen. M( 
Bennike’s appeal (see Israel). per 

I 
KENYA. 8 July—Report of Lidbury Commission on the East African BR cau 


Civil Services (see Great Britain). 
In a radio interview, Mr Mathu, leader of the African members of 
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the Legislative Council, endorsed the Government’s policy statement 
of 4 July and called on all races to support it. 

g July—New European Party. Six European elected members of 
the Legislative Council, including Mr Blundell, Minister without 
Portfolio, and Mr Havelock, Minister of Local Government, formed a 
new party called the United Country Party to bring together moderate 
Europeans in support of the Lyttelton plan for multi-racial government. 

12 July—Emergency Figures. It was announced that in the week 
ended 10 July 85 terrorists were killed, 5 wounded and captured, and 
423 suspects detained. Security forces’ casualties were 2 Africans killed, 
1 European and 8 Africans wounded. 

14 July—British statement on further financial aid (see Great Britain). 

19 July—Emergency Figures. Figures for the week ended 17 July 
showed that 98 Mau Mau terrorists were killed, 8 wounded and cap- 
tured, and 243 suspects detained. Security forces lost 2 Africans killed; 


| 2 Europeans and 3 Africans were wounded, and 5 African civilians were 


murdered and 6 wounded. 

The Government proclaimed 58,580 acres of forest land in the Masai 
reserve in the Narok district to be a prohibited area in which security 
forces might shoot on sight. 


LUXEMBOURG. 8 July—Benelux financial agreement (see Belgium). 


_ MALAYA. 8 July—The Royal Navy announced that British and New 
Zealand frigates had bombarded and destroyed Communist positions 
; on the west coast on 7 July. 


The R.A.F., ground forces, and parachute troops took part in a 
large-scale operation which was launched against terrorists in the Perak 
jungle, east of Ipoh. 

14 July—The Financial Secretary announced, after returning from 
a visit to London, that the British Government had promised the 
Malayan Federation further financial aid in 1955 if the country were 
unable to meet its expenses. 

20 July—Emergency Figures. Figures for the month of June 


; showed that seventy terrorists were killed by security forces—the highest 


figure since January, when ninety-nine were killed. There were eighty- 
eight incidents and ten surrenders. Security forces lost seven killed and 
eleven were wounded. Eleven civilians were killed, two wounded, and 
one was missing. 

It was announced that in their operation near Ipoh the security forces 
had so far destroyed thirty terrorist caraps and three dumps. 


MOROCCO. 12 July—A bomb explosion in Casablanca killed one 
person and injured eight others. 

13 July—A bomb exploded in the European quarter of Meknes but 
caused no casualties. 

Shops remained closed in Casablanca and Rabat following an order 
by terrorists not to open on pain of reprisals. In Casablanca, food shops 
had been closed for five days. 
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Morocco (continued) 

A British journalist was attacked by a terrorist in Casablanca but 
escaped with only slight wounds. 

14 July—A dozen nationalists, including Si Hadj Ahmed Bahnini, 
private secretary to the former sultan, were released as a measure of 
clemency. Native shops in Rabat reopened as soon as the releases be- 
came known, but in Casablanca there was no change. A shopkeeper who 
had defied the nationalist orders was found murdered. Orders had also 
been issued by the nationalists that all Moroccans working for Europeans 
should leave their work within a fortnight. 


NETHERLANDS. 8 July—Benelux financial agreement (see Belgium), 
16 July—Surinam and the Antilles. The Second Chamber ap- 
proved by 75 votes to 19 and sent to the Upper House a Bill embodying 
a new statute based on the absolute equality of the Netherlands, 
Surinam, and the Antilles within the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 


NEW ZEALAND. 8 July—In a closing speech in the foreign affairs 
debate, Mr Webb, Minister for External Affairs, repeated his opinion 
that the exclusion of China from the United Nations tended to prevent 
a lessening of tension, but added that it was too early to say she had 
earned the right of admission. There were various difficulties, including 
those which would arise with regard to other nations, such as Spain, 
and those excluded by the veto. He did not contemplate attempting to 
unseat Nationalist China. With regard to a south-east Asian pact, it 
was important that they should have the co-operation of other Asian 
nations. It would be fatal if they gave the impression that it was just an 
alliance of European peoples. 


NORWAY. 13 July—U.S.S.R. The Foreign Minister protested to the 
Soviet Ambassador against the activities of certain Russian officials in 
Norway who had received intelligence material from Asbjoern Sunde, 
recently convicted of espionage. The Soviet Ambassador presented a 
counter-protest against the activity of the Norwegian police who, he 
claimed, were trying to create distrust and unfriendliness. 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 16 July—London conference on problems of currency con- 
vertibility (see Great Britain). 


PAKISTAN. 8 July—Opening of Bhakra Canal (see India). 

10 July—Sutlej Waters. Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, 
described the diversion of the Sutlej River’s waters into India’s Bhakra 
canal system as a potential threat to peace. A strong protest had been 
lodged in Delhi and a similar Note sent to the World Bank. 

A Government spokesman said the opening of the Bhakra Canal was 
a clear violation of international commitments, and the Pakistan Govern- 
ment reserved the right to claim damages for any loss caused to cultiva- 
tion. Pakistan would, however, continue to seek a settlement, and had 
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asked the Indian Government to restore conditions under which co- 
operative work could continue. 

12 July—The Indian Government stated in reply to the Pakistan 
protest that since 7 July the supply of water to Pakistan had been more 
than doubled. 


PERSIA. 8 July—Soviet Note re Middle East aggressive bloc (see 
U.S.S.R.). 

12 July—U.S.S.R. The Foreign Secretary, Abdullah Entezam, 
described publication of the Soviet Note by Moscow Radio and Tass 
agency as most improper, and expressed astonishment that Soviet 
allegations should be based on newspaper gossip. He said that he would 
point out in his reply that Persian policy would be dictated by circum- 
stances and Persian interests, and that Persia would not be deterred 
from defending herself. 

18 July—U.S.S.R. A Note in reply to the Soviet aide mémoire of 
8 July was delivered to the Soviet Ambassador. The Note expressed 
astonishment that newspaper reports should form the basis of a Soviet 
aide mémoire, and recalled the repeated Soviet violation of the very 
agreement now invoked by the Soviet Government. It said that Persia 
had no intention of joining a pact directed against Russian integrity, 
but she reserved the right to freedom of action in her international 
relations and would avail herself of the rights under the U.N. Charter 
of joining in regional defence arrangements should the contingency 
arise. “To this the Soviet Union, as one of the founders of the United 
Nations, cannot be opposed.’ 


POLAND. 15 July—Escape to Britain of the composer, Andrzej 
Panufnik (see Great Britain). 


RUMANIA. 12 July—U.N. vote on Rumania’s admission to Unesco 
(see United Nations, Economic and Social Council). 


SAAR FREE TERRITORY. 12 July—The Saar Parliament re-elected 
Mr Hoffmann of the Christian People’s Party as Prime Minister. 

16 July—New Government. Herr Hoffmann formed a new Govern- 
ment, in which besides being Prime Minister he was also Minister for 
Public Works and Reconstruction and Minister for Culture. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 19 Juiy—British statement on Saudi Arabian agree- 
ment with Mr Onassis (see Great Britain). 


SIAM. 13 July—Increase in U.S. military aid (see United States). 


SOCIALIST MOVEMENT FOR THE UNITED STATES OF 
EUROPE. 11 July—The seventh congress of the Movement addressed 
to French and Italian citizens an appeal, sponsored by M. Spaak, the 
Belgian Foreign Minister, for early ratification of the E.D.C. treaty by 
their respective Parliaments. It also passed resolutions: (1) urging the 
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Socialist Movement for the United States of Europe (continued) 
six Governments of Little Europe to make every effort in the coming 
months to establish a European political community; (2) expressing the 
urgent need for a common European market and for a joint European 
programme of economic expansion; (3) outlining a tentative programme 
for a common European policy, including a customs union and a 
monetary union among the six countries of Little Europe, and co- 
ordination of their productive activities. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 11 July—aAn order restricting the movements of 
Chief Lutuli, president-general of the African National Congress, and 
banning his attendance at public meetings was condemned at a public 
meeting in Johannesburg attended by about 2,000 Africans. 


SPAIN. 19 July—British representations re supply of arms to Egypt 
(see Great Britain). 


‘ SUDAN. 12 July—Compensation. The House of Representatives 

; gave a second reading to the Expatriate Officials’ Compensation Bill 

“ which sanctioned the award of compensation to British officials whose 

4 posts were being Sudanized. The decision was unanimous except for 

ji one member who abstained. 

Bs SWITZERLAND. 12 July—U.S. Loyalty Investigations. It was 

5 learned that the Government had informed the U.S. Ambassador in 

: Berne that a visit to Geneva by the loyalty board of the U.S. Congress 

9 to inquire into the record of U.S. citizens serving in the European office 

= of the United Nations and other international organizations would be 

“ an infringement of Swiss sovereign rights. 

rid SYRIA. 10 July—Agreement with Jordan to open Legations (see Fordan). 

be 
a” TANGANYIKA. 17 July—The Governor opened Tanganyika’s first K 
*) deepwater harbour at Mtwara. 

“4 TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 10 July—Following a visit to Rome [Bo 
where they saw members of the Government: and party leaders, a 

14 delegation of Christian Democrats, Democratic Socialists, Liberals, and 

a Republicans of Zone A issued a statement saying it had expressed the re 


anxieties of all the population and had been promised by the Govern- 


ment that before any agreement for a provisional.'Trieste settlement at 
were accepted the delegation would be recalled to Rome to examine the se 
ment in detail. 
13 July—The Italian Christian Democrats, the largest party in 
Zone A, issued a statement saying they were decidedly opposed to any te 


project for a definite solution on the partition of the two zones, and also 
to any project for a provisional solution on those lines unless the pro- 


visional nature was clear and explicit. in 
Workers in Muggia in Zone A obeyed a Communist call for a general 
strike in protest against reports of a partition settlement. T 
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TUNISIA. 8 July—Neo Destour leaders were reported to have de- 
nounced the French decision to form a provisional Government of 
senior officials of ministries. They had declared that it would ‘only 
complicate an already grave situation’. 

10 July—Bandits opened fire with machine guns on a European café 
in Ferryville, killing six people and wounding sixteen. 

M. Habib Bourguiba’s proposals for a settlement (see France). 

11 July—Five Tunisians were killed and five seriously wounded in 
two attacks on native cafés—at El Baltan near Tebourba, and at Jemmal 
in the Sahel. The attacks were apparently reprisals for the outrage at 
Ferryville. 

Other acts of terrorism were an attack on a French security patrol 
near Bembla in the Sahel, in which two policemen were wounded, and 
the murder of two Tunisians at the foot of Djebel Orbata, east of Gafsa. 

12 July—The heads of the four chief Christian communities in 
Tunisia appealed for an end to terrorism and condemned absolutely the 
practice of reprisals. 

13 July—The French authorities imposed a curfew at Sousse as a 
result of terrorist activities. 

The Bey’s personal physician, Dr Abderrahman Mami, was assas- 


| sinated in Tunis. 


A French Spahi was killed and three others wounded in a clash with 
arebel band in the Djebel Semamma, north of Kasserine. 

15 July—M. Voizard, French Resident-General, announced that the 
security forces had been instructed to enforce their regulations with the 
utmost strictness. He said he was determined to enforce law and order 
at whatever cost; every act of rebellion would be ‘pitilessly repressed’. 
He asked for the co-operation of the ‘sound elements’ of the population. 

Another violent battle between French troops and about fifty rebels 
was reported to have taken place on the Djebel Kreschen, between 
Kasserine and Sfax. 

A French doctor was seriously wounded at Sousse, and a bomb 
exploded in the consulting room of a European doctor in Tunis. The 
outrages were apparently reprisals for the murder of the Bey’s physician. 

French group’s letter to Prime Minister (see France). 

16 July—The Sheikh of Sidi Khlif was kidnapped by uniformed 
rebels but was later released after paying ransom. 

17 July—A Spahi corporal was fatally wounded at Tebourba, and 
at Sousse an Italian was killed and a girl wounded. Saboteurs blew up a 
section of the Tunis-Sfax railway line. 

Change of internment residence of M. Bourguiba (see France). 

19 July—Three men were killed and four wounded in further 
terrorist attacks and in clashes with security forces. 

French reinforcements arrived in Tunis. 

_ 20 July—Several small bands of rebels attacked administrative build- 
ings in Monastir, killing two people. 


TURKEY. 13 July—Request for postponement of meeting of three 


. 


Balkan Foreign Ministers (see Greece). 
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Turkey (continued) te 

15 July—Balkan Alliance. It was understood in Ankara that al. [2 
though the Turkish request for a postponement of the three Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting was justified by the impossibility of the Foreign J ' 
Minister leaving Athens, it was also prompted by the hope that in the of 
meantime agreement might be reached on certain outstanding points in - 
the treaty. An exchange of views was taking place in Ankara, Belgrade, = 
and Athens, supplemented by consultations with the N.A.T.O. Council, 

16 July—Message to Mr Menderes from Greek Prime Minister (see U 
Greece). Re 

18 July—Yugoslav reply to Field-Marshal Papagos (see Yugoslavia). pr 


UNITED NATIONS . 
Economic and Social Council tx 

8 July—Sir Alec Randall (U.K.) welcomed the increased attention br 
which he said was apparently being given in east European countries to = 
the production of food and consumer goods. He said the British Govern- 


| ment would like to see further international agreements on the prices of - 

primary commodities. It believed this would help to reduce fluctuations [Me P' 

i in the balance of payments. ini 

: Mr Kumykin (U.S.S.R.) reaffirmed the Soviet Government’s desire fo 

'$ for wider trade with the west and noted the interest being shown by N 

5 business circles in Britain and west Germany. He said Russia would 

"s welcome economic and cultural ties with west Germany. Ei 

9 12 July—Rumania. The Council adopted by 10 votes (Argentina, 

14 Australia, Belgium, Egypt, India, Norway, Pakistan, Czechoslovakia, J 

$4 Russia, and Yugoslavia) to 7 (China, Cuba, Ecuador, France, Turkey, vet 
United Kingdom, U.S.A.) a Czechoslovak draft saying it had no = 

r objection to the admission of Rumania to Unesco. The U.S. and British 
delegates reminded the Council that Rumania had violated the rights of It 

eo man as set out in a resolution of the Assembly. ss 

5 15 July—Refugees. The Social Committee adopted a resolution = 

iA approving in general terms a $12 m. programme for a permanent - 

3 solution of the refugee problem. Ten countries supported the resolution, 

ro 2 voted against (Russia and Czechoslovakia), and 6 abstained (United - 

ah Kingdom, United States, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, India, and Pakistan). 

2 The U.K. delegate explained that his Government adhered to the " 
Assembly’s decision in 1951 that responsibility for the integration of 5; 
refugees whose immigration was impracticable must in future rest with . 
the country in which they lived. He therefore questioned the justification , 
of transferring a national responsibility to an international authority. I 
Trusteeship Council 


12 July—Hydrogen Bomb Tests. The petitions committee rejected 
Soviet proposals calling on the United States to desist from hydrogen 4 
bomb tests in the Marshall Islands. Britain, France, and Belgium ft 
opposed, and India and Syria abstained. ; 

The committee also rejected an Indian resolution calling for an C 
advisory opinion of the International Court on the legality of the bomb 


Ps 
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tests. Britain, France, and Belgium again voted against, and Russia 
abstained, 

A third resolution sponsored by Britain, France, and Belgium failed 
by a tie vote to secure adoption. It asked the United States in the event 
of future experiments to take precautions against injury to the inhabit- 
ants. Russia, India, and Syria voted against, and the United States as 
an interested party did not vote. 


UNITED STATES. 8 July—Penalties for Espionage. The House of 
Representatives approved with no dissentients a Government Bill 
providing for the death penalty or life imprisonment for espionage in 
peace-time. 

China. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told the press that if the ques- 
tion of Communist China’s admission to the United Nations were 
brought up before the Security Council the United States would, if 
necessary, invoke the veto. 

10 July—China. The Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved 
unanimously an amendment to the Mutual Security Act, asking the 
President, in the event of China’s admission to the United Nations, to 
inform Congress of the implications of such action on United States 
foreign policy, including that created by membership of the United 
Nations, and to make recommendations thereon. 

12 July—Indo-China. Mr Dulles flew to Paris to confer with Mr 
Eden and M. Mendés-France on the Indo-China truce negotiations. 

Swiss rejection of U.S. loyalty board (see Switzerland). 

13 July—Atomic Energy. The joint atomic energy committee sent 


| to Congress a Bill revising the 1946 Atomic Energy Act in such a way 


as to allow the transfer of peace-time atomic information to other free 
nations and the transfer to allies of non-nuclear information on weapons. 
It urged the passage of the Bill so as to stimulate progress in the 
western world, to promote the development of an atomic power 
— and to lay the groundwork for President Eisenhower’s atomic 
pool plan. 

Guatemala. The Government recognized the new Guatemalan 
regime of Colonel Armas. 

Siam. An immediate increase in U.S. military aid to Siam was 
announced by the Siamese Ambassador. He said that the Americans 
would send some of their most modern equipment and would train 
Siamese officers and N.C.O.s in the use of it. 

14 July—Germany. A letter dated 12 July from Mr Dulles to the 
chairman of the House Foreign Relations Committee was published. 
In it Mr Dulles informed Congress that the United States and Britain 
had agreed upon a proposal to grant sovereignty to west Germany in 
the event of French failure to ratify the European Defence Community 
treaty by 15 August. Under the proposal German rearmament would be 
‘deferred for the time being’ and provision would be made for German 
financial support of the allied forces in Germany to continue. 

Tripartite statement in Paris on U.S. representation at Geneva 
Conference (see France). 
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United States (continued) 

President Eisenhower told the press that Mr Dulles had flown to 
Paris because it was of great concern to the United States that a united 
front in fundamental objectives, aims, and principles should be kept 
with their chief allies in the present conflict—Great Britain and France. 

Western Defence. Gen. Gruenther, Supreme Commander, Allied & 
Forces in Europe, told the press on arriving in Washington from Paris 
that western defences could not withstand an all-out attack by Russia, 
though they were considerably stronger than a year earlier. ‘We at 
headquarters think we need a German contribution,’ he said. 

15 July—Indo-China. Mr Dulles arrived back from his meeting 
with M. Mendés-France and Mr Eden in Paris. He issued a statement 
saying the meeting had brought about a ‘much more complete’ under- 
standing concerning Indo-China. The United States had been trying 
to find a way in which it could help France, Vietnam, Laos, and Cam- 
bodia ‘without in any way prejudicing the basic principles to which the 
United States must adhere if it is to be true to itself and if the captive 
and endangered peoples of the world are to feel that the United States 
really believes in liberty.’ As a result of the talks ‘it had been decided 
to send Mr Bedell Smith to Geneva on the understanding, to which 
both the French and British Ministers expressly agreed, that renewed 


; participation by the United States at ministerial level will be without 
I departing from the United States principles’ he had described. He 
“ believed that a formula had been found for constructive allied unity re 
: which would have a beneficial effect on the Geneva conference without be 
2 involving the United States in a departure from its principles. Be 
4 China. The House of Representatives adopted unanimously a resolu- na 
. tion reaffirming support for the President in his declared determination saf 
9 to use all means to prevent Communist China’s representation in the fri 
2 United Nations. th 
as 20 July—South-east Asia Defence. The State Department an- sec 
3 nounced that the British and United States study groups had com- als 
2 pleted their work on plans for a collective defence organization for leg 
"3 south-east Asia. 
21 July—Indo-China Cease-Fire Agreement. President Eisen- 
wt hower told his press conference that the agreements for the ending of ate 
2 the war in Indo-China contained ‘features which we do not like, but a . 
great deal depends on how they work in practice’. He said the Govern- to 
ment was issuing a statement at Geneva to the effect that it was not the 
prepared to join in the conference declaration but would not use force rel 
to disturb the settlement. Any renewal of Communist aggression, how- 
ever, would be viewed with grave concern. To assist Cambodia and YE 


Laos ‘to play their part, in full independence and sovereignty, in the ( 
peaceful community of free nations’ their Governments would be | 
requested to agree to the appointment of U.S. representatives at their | 
capitals. The United States was already represented at Saigon, the 
capital of Vietnam, and would continue to be so. The President added 
that the Government was ‘actively pursuing discussions with other free 
nations with a view to the rapid organization of a collective defence in 
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south-east Asia in order to prevent further direct or indirect Communist 
aggression in that general area’. 


U.S.S.R. 8 July—Persia. A Soviet aide mémoire was delivered to the 
Persian Government referring to recent reports that the United States 
and some other Governments were taking measures to include Persia in 
an aggressive military bloc in the Near and Middle East, based on the 
Pakistan-Turkish military alliance. The Note drew the attention of the 
Persian Government to its obligations under the Soviet-Persian agree- 
ment of 1 October 1927 and asked for explanations. 

Belgian claim for damages following attack on aircraft, and Russian 
rejection of claim (see Belgium). 

13 July—Norwegian protest and Soviet counter-protest (see Norway). 

Soviet statement at Geneva (see Geneva Conference). 

16 July—Change of High Commissioner in Germany (see Germany). 

17 July—Finland. A five-year Finnish-Soviet trade agreement for 
the period 1956-60 was signed in Moscow. It provided for an increase 
in Finnish exports to Russia from 34,100 m. finmarks in 1956 to 37,800 
m. finmarks in 1960 and an increase in imports from Russia of 24,500 m. 
to 28,500 m. finmarks. To balance the Finnish export surplus Russia 
agreed to pay an annual 2,300 m. finmarks in freely transferable cur- 
rencies and the rest by deliveries from third countries within the frame- 
work of trilateral agreements still to be concluded. 

A joint Finnish-Soviet political declaration was also issued. It 
recorded that a wide understanding had been established during talks 
between Dr Kekkonen, the Finnish Foreign Minister, and Mr Molotov. 
Both Governments emphasized the importance of a lessening of inter- 
national tension and the need for combined efforts hy all States for the 
safeguarding of peace and security. In the spirit of their treaty of 
friendship and mutual assistance of 1948, both Governments expressed 
their intention to further with all means the maintenance of peace and 
security in harmony with United Nations principles. The communiqué 
also announced the two Government’s agreement to change their 
legations into embassies. 

18 July—Persian reply to Soviet Note (see Persia). 

21 July—British statement on Russian rejection of Eisenhower 
atomic energy plan (see Great Britain). 

Japan. The leader of a Japanese parliamentary delegation on a visit 
to Russia stated that Mr Vyshinsky, deputy Foreign Minister, had told 
them that Russia ‘earnestly hoped’ to establish formal diplomatic 
relations with Japan as soon as possible. 


YEMEN. 8 July—British Note re frontier attacks (see Great Britain). 
9 July—Incident at Martaa (see Aden). 
10 July—Yemeni protest re R.A.F. flights (see Great Britain). 
Report of agreement for an Egyptian military mission (see Egypt). 
13 July—Border incident (see Aden). 
Yemeni allegation (see Great Britain). 
15 July—Further Yemeni statement (see Great Britain). 
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Yemen (continued) 

19 July—British statement on Aden frontier incidents (see Great 
Britain). 

British reply to Yemeni allegations (see Great Britain). 

20 July—Yemeni statement (see Great Britain). 


YUGOSLAVIA. 13 July—Turkish request for postponement of meet- 
ing of three Balkan Foreign Ministers (see Greece). 

15 July—Turkish reasons for postponement of meeting (see Turkey), 

16 July—A spokesman of the Foreign Ministry denied reports that 
Yugoslavia was hampering the conclusion of an agreement on Trieste 
by additional requests (for Trieste’s autonomy) and that she intended 
to use the Balkan alliance as a means for extracting new concessions 
from Italy. He said that foreign attempts to link the Balkan alliance 
with a Trieste settlement were ruining the atmosphere for international 
co-operation. 

Message to President Tito from Greek Prime Minister (see Greece), 

18 July—It was announced that President Tito had replied to 
Field-Marshal Papagos that he shared his concern at the postponement 
of the conference for the signature of the Balkan alliance, and that he 
was not completely convinced that the hitch could not have been 
avoided. He was convinced that signature of the pact was an ‘urgent 
necessity’, 

20 July—Ethiopia. The Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia arrived 
in Belgrade on a seven-day State visit. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Aug. 15 World Council of Churches, Second Assembly, Evanston, 
Illinois. 
Sept. 13 Consultative Assembly, Council of Europe, second part of 
the Sixth Session, Strasbourg. 
21 U.N. General Assembly, Ninth Session, New York. 
Oct. 11-16 East-West Trade Conference, Geneva. 
Nov. 12 Unesco General Conference. 
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